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THE SENATE OF TEXAS,

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE.

FIRST DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER, {
: ArvsTIN, January 18, 1874, }
‘Thisjbeing tlie day set apart by the Con-
stitution and laws for the assembling of the
Fourteenth Legislature of the State of
Texas, -the Senators clect assembled in the
Senate Chamber at 8 o’clock A. M., when,
upon calling the roll of Senators by the sec-
retary, the following Senators answered to
"their names, came forward, presented their
credentials, took the oath of office, admin-
istered by Judge Livingston Lindsey, and
took their scats:
Allison, R, D. .Friend, W. R.

Ball, A.J. Hobby, Edwin
Baker, W. R, Ireland, John
Bradshaw, Amgi Ledbetter, H.
Bradley, L. D. Morris, Joseph
Camp, J. L. Moore, W. E.

Culberson, D. B.

Daven ortg . H.

Dillard, J. E.

Dwyer, Joseph E.

»” Ellis, Olinthus Westfall, W. H.
Erath, Geo. B. Wood, W. D.

The Senate then proceeded to erganize
by the clection of officers, the secretary pre-
siding, who announced the election of
President pro tem. as being in.order; where-
upon Senator Hobby nominated Senator
Ireland, who was unanimously clected.

Senator Davenport moved to appoint a
committce of three to wait upon the Prosi-
dent pro tem. -elect, inform. him of his elac-
tion, and conduct him to the chair. Car-
ried.

The secretary appointed Sonators Daven-
port, Ellis and Baker said committce.

Upon taking the chair, the President pro

* fém, called on the Rav. (. Fisher to open
with prayer, after which the Presidont pro
reme, addrossed tho Senate ns follows:

Parker, C. A.
Stirman, W. B.
Bwift, W. H.
Trolinger, W. H.

People, have been strugglin

.‘, _
. “*Senators: We meet urder peculiar carcum-
stances. For'ten long years-we, a disarmed
to establish a
government of ourchoice; -We have yield-
ed everything except honer, for the sake df
peace, and to-day, though we have been
chosen as representatives of the people, by
a8 majority of near fifty thousand, we find
ourselves menaced and embarrassed in the
discharge of our duties. Yet I seek not to
arouse your passions. The occasion is one
that calls for the exercise of a cool, calm

deliberate judgment. Let us consider well
our duty to the country, and so shape our
conduct tliat we will command the approval
of the world. ’ _ -

*‘If we act from passion, we do wrong; I
thereforé urge you to moderation. If an-
archy and confusion comes, let the respon-
sibility rest where it belongs; fake no rash
or false step. 'When you determine.upon &
line of conduct, carry it out with prompt-
ness, but with firmness and dignity.

¢“As a senator my highest aspirations and
wish is that we may be able to give to the
people of Texas a governmont that will
restore quiet to her people, and I trust in
God that our conduct may be such that the
whole pcople may exclaim, well done thou
good and faithful servants. Senators, I am
aware of my own infirmiti~s, and wish to re
mind you that no presiding officer can con-
duct your deliberations properly ‘without
your ocarnest support. I thank you for the
distinguished honor you have done me'in
selecting mo your presiding officer. I now
declare the Senate of the Fourteenth Legis-
laturo ready to proceed to business.”

Tho Prosident pro tem. then announced
that the first business botoro the SBenato was
the eloction of officers. .

Scnator Swift nominated J. F. Beall, of
Panola, for sccrotary.

Sonator Dillard moved that the Prosidont
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pro tem. appoint three.tellers to conduct said
election. Carried. .

Senators Wood, Iobby .and Trolinger
were appointed said committee. The Sen-
ate then procecded to vote, and the follow-

“ing was the result: J. ¥. Beall 22 votes, who
was declared duly elected.

Nominations being in order for first us-
sistant secretary, Senator Wood nominated
John W. Lane, of Dallas, who received 23
votes, and was declared duly clected.

Senator Westfall nominated Nat Q. Ilen-

derson, of Travis, for second assistant scc-.|

retary, who reteived 23 votes, and was de-
clared Culy clected. - . :
Senator Ellis nominated E. L. Shropshire,
of Fayette county, for sergeant-at-arms.
" He having. received 23 votes, was declared
duly elected. >

Senator Morris-nominated Will 13, ﬁzwi‘s;.

of Wood, for engrossing clerk, and he se-
curing 23 votes, was declared duly clected.
™~Senator Ball nominated. M. M. Clack, of
Johmson, for enrolling clerk. He received
22 votes, and was declared duly elected.

Senator Wood nominated J. P. Farrell,
for doorkeeper; and he having rcceived 23
votes, was declared duly elected.

_The officers elect then came forward, and
the President pro tenms. administered the oath
of office. . S

" Benator Dillard offered the following res-
olution, which was adopted: .

Resolved, That the rules adopted and en-
forced by the Senate of the Thirteenth Leg-
islature of the State of Texas be adopted
and enforced as the rules of procedure for
this body, until otherwise provided.

Senator Swift.moved that the Senate go
into the election of & cliaplain. Adopted.

Senator Wood nominated Geo. W sBarber

Senator Ball nominated Rev. O. Fisher.

Senator Swift nominated Rev. R. II.
Taliafero. .

Tho Senate proceeded to ballot, and the
following was the result: Fisher 4, . Talia-
fero 18, Barber 6. Rev. Mr. Taliafero hav-
ing received a majority of all the votes cast,
was declared duly elected.

Benator Dillard offered the following res-
olution:

Resolred, That the President of the Sen-
ate is hereby authorized to appoint such
number of pages as he may see fit, not ecx-
ceeding four, and such number of porters
as he may sce fit, not exceeding three,
whenever he may think them necessary,
Adopted. °t

Benator Culberson offered the following
resolution:

Resolved, That n committee of three, on
the part of the Honate, to aet with a liko
committee on the part of the Iouse, he ap-
pointed to wait upon his Excellency the
Gavernor, and notify him of the organiza-
t on of the Fourteenth Legislature,

-ate prepar

“o'clock x. M. to-morrow:

Adopted; and the following committee
appointed : Scnators Culberson, Bradley
and Eruath.

Senator Wood offered the following reso-
lution: ' '

Resoleed, That a committee of three be
appointed by the President, ‘on the part-of
the Senate, to inform the House that the
Senate is organized and ready to proceed to
business. -Adopted.

Senators Wood, Ledbetter and Bradshaw
were appointed said committee.

Senator Hobby offered the following res-
olution:

Regolved, pThat the sceretary of the Sen-
at once, tickets .corresponding-
with the numbers upon thedesks, and that.
Sénators therenpon proceed to draw for the
same. Adopteg.- ) .

The following Senators clect being ab-
sent, the secretary was instructed to draw
seats for them,; to-wit: Scnators Flanagan
and Randle.” Scnator Flanagan.drcw seat
No. 1 and Senator RRandle, No. 18. -

Senator Hobby offered the following res-*
olution: : :

Resolped, 'That under the diredtion of the
president suitablé seats'be prepared within
the bar of the Senate, to be assigned to
reporters.for the press. ° Adopted. _

The sergeant-at-arms announced a commit-
tee from the House. The committee an-
nounced to the Senatc thatthe House was
organized and ready to proceed to business.

cnator Ball moved to adjourn until 10
Senate refused to
adjourn. ’

Senator Wood announced, on the part of
the committee, that they had reported to
the House the fact .of the organization of
the Senate.

Sergeant-at-arms announced u message
from the House. The clerk of the House
informed the Senate that tlic House had ap-
pointed a committee of three, consisting of
Representatives Epperson, Harris and Say-
ers, to act with a like committee ou the
part of the Senate, to inform his ExceHency
the Governor of the organization of tho
Fourteenth ELegislature of the State of
Toxas.

The President pro fem. appointed Jesse
Ellis first-page of. the Senate,

Scnator Flanagan, of Rugk, and Randle,
of Walker, appearcd before the bar of tho
Senate and were sworn in.

Senator Culberson, for the committee on
tho part of the Sonate, announced that the
joint committeé had waited on his Ixcel-
lency the Governor, and submitted the fol-
lowing report: :
Hon. John Ireland, President of' the Senaite:

Your committee appointed to wait upon
his Excellency the Governor, and to notify
him of the organization of the Fourteenth
Legislature, have to report that, in copjune
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tion with a like committee on "the part of
the House, they performed the duty assigned
them, and were informed by the Governor
that he would reply to the committee in
writing during the day and before 5 o'clock
P, M. D. B. CuLBersox,
f.. D. BravLey,
Geo. B, -ERraTh,
: © . Commitiec.
On motion of Senator Ermth, the Senate
adljourped until 10 o’cleck A, M: to-morrow.

¥

SECOND DAY, .
-_ . SuNATE CHANBER, 1

AusTIN, January 14, 1874, )\

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Roll called; guorum present. Prayer hy

1he chaplain. " Jourhak of yesterday read

and adopted. :

Senator Ledbetter presented certiticate of
clection of T. (i. Davidson, Senator cleet
from the Sisteenth District; also a cominu-
nication from said T. G. Davidson,, declin-
ing to qualify as such. Certificateand com-

“ munication read, and on motinn of Scrator

Dillard: was referred to Committee on Priv-
ileges and Elections.

Special joint committee to confer with his
Excellency the Governor made the follow-
ing report:

Uon. John Irelund, President or the Scuute:

Your committee appointed to wait upon
his Excellency the Governor and :inform
him of the organization of the Fourteenth
Legislature, have to report that they arenot
ready to make n final report of their action.
The Governor will submit to your commit.

tee his reply, in writing, by 12 o'clock to- |
day, after which the committee will make

a final report. .
D. B. CrLiERsON,
L. . BrRADLEY,
Gro. B. Enar.
On.anotion of Nenator Wood, the Senate
adjourned until 3o’cloek v, .

AFTERNOON SESSION,

Renatle met pursuant {o
Roll ealled ; quorum present.

Benator Culberson, on part of the speciul
committee, reported ns follows:
Hon. John Irveland, President of' the Senule:

Your committee appointed to wait upon
the Governor and inform him of the organ-
ization of the Fourteenth Legislature, have
to roport that the answer of the Governor
to tho verbal communications of your com-
mittee, acting with a like committeo on the
part of the House, was roeceived to-lay at
12 o'clock, w., nand veur committee here-
with submit to the Senste a copy of  said

wdjournment.

*| decision of the Supreme C

answer, the e:iginal having bLeen transmit-
ted to thie House by its committee.
D. B. CULBERSOX,
L. . BRADLEY,
Gro. B. EraTH,
« Conumittec,

EXecurive OFrrcey

ACsTIN, TEXAS, January 13, 1874. \
(entlemen: In reply to your verbal com-
! munication made ine to-day, I have to statc
that ¥ do not think it advisable, or for the
public good, that I should disregard the
‘ourt made recent-
ly, touching the late elcction, by officially

-1 recognizing the gentlemen you represent as
g g gen Yy P

being the constitutionally clected Fourteenth
Legislature. . :

It scems to the that there is sf(ﬁsf{aetter
solution of this present difficulty)than that
the Governor and those claiming to he the
elected Legislature should joimtly combine
to ovcrride the judiciary and disregard
their “construction of the Constitution. 1

door open for dangercus uncertainty in the
future, both i the matter of authority to
enact the legistation that may be proposed
by the gentlemen you represent, and the
mggter of Constitutional cxistence of the
higt\est tribunal of our State. There
may be found two Supreme  Courts and

It is even now claimed ULy some. that the
Thirteenth Legislature is at present the
only legaily existing Legislature, and that

provide for- this emergency. It will then
be only, after all, a scttlemeant brought
about by a species of revolution or violence
as against the court making the decision.

It i3 true, it is easy cnough, and it seems
‘the simplest solution of the present diffi-
culty, that we should jointly adopt that
course, asthe Supreme Court has no way of
enforcing its decisions as against the Execu-
tive and Legislature combined, but I.con-
sider that in this case the casiost course is
not one that T would like to be a party to.
T will he happy to join you aud the gentle-
men you represent in applying the prompt-
cest and most feasible remedy in this diffi-
culty. It has heen repeatedly hield that the
recognition of Congress and the Executive
of the United States willsctile ihe question
as to what hody of men constitute tho Leg-
isliture, and which is the proper State gov-
crnment.
accopted by all.

I am more free to act with independence
in securing, with you or thoso gentlemen,
that sort of solution, hecause I foel myself
entiraly disinterested herein, 1 accept tho
clection, whether constitutional or not, as
conclusive against. myself, and will in no
cvent continue to elercise the functions of

must believe that such course will leave the

cven two Legislatures claiming authority.-

it only can constitutionally convene and -

This may afford a solution toshe

.“_.“



